SECTION XII
WOMEN'S LIFE
A storehouse of peculiarly medieval ideas on this subject is The Book
of the Knight of La Tour-Landry. It was French in origin, but was
adopted in many other countries through medieval translations and early
printed editions. The book, however, is so easily accessible (E.E.T.S.,
1868, reprinted 1915; another edition 1902, ed. G. B. Rawlings) that it
seems better to draw here almost exclusively from other sources.
1     THE THIRTEENTH CENTURY GIRL
Trevisa's Bartholomew^ Lib. VL c. 7.
Men byhove to take hede of maydens; for they ben hote
and tendre of complexion1, smale, pliaunt and fayre of dis-
posicion of body: shamfaste, ferdefull2, and mery8 touchynge
the affeccion of the mynde. Touchynge outwarde disposition
they be well nurtured, demure and softe of speche, and well
ware of what they say: and delycate in theyr apparell....
Their hondes and the uttermeste party of their membres ben
ful subtyll and plyaunt, theyr voyce small, theyr speche easy
and shorte; lyght in goynge4, and shorte steppes, and lyght wit
and heed5; they ben sone8 angry,and they ben mercyable and
envyous, bytter, gylefiill, able to lerne....And, for a woman is
more meker than a man, she wepeth soner. And is more
envyousse, and more laughinge, and lovinge, and the malice
of the soule is more in a woman than in a man. And she is
of feble kinde7, and she makith more lesynges* and is mone
shamefaste and more slowe in werkynge and in mevynge*,
than is a man, as sayth Aristotle lib. 8.
1 constitution.    * timid.    * merry.    * gait    8 tead,
1 soon.    7 nature.   8 Bes.    * tnovisg.
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